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SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES AMENDMENT (DEBT AND DEFICIT REMEDIATION BILL 2017 
Discharge of Order and Referral to Standing Committee on Legislation — Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [5.14 pm]: In 
getting back to the referral motion, as I indicated to members at the outset of my contribution, the National Party 
will be supporting the referral motion. Before the debate was interrupted, I was making some comments about the 
government’s priority legislation. I completely understand the government having priority legislation and I have 
no issue with that at all. It is certainly within the government’s role and realm to determine its priorities. There 
have been discussions with various leaders of parties within the house around seeking some time for members of 
this house to debate that priority legislation. We saw earlier today an agreement of the house on a motion put by 
the Leader of the House to allow debate on the government’s priority legislation to be addressed by this house 
today and next week. All members of the house have agreed to try to address that priority legislation. However, 
within that conversation, there was no agreement to pass all of it in that time. My conversations reflected that 
I understand that that is the government’s priority and I have no issue with that. I take very responsibly and 
seriously the role of the Legislative Council, as I am sure all my colleagues in this house do; therefore, rightly, we 
should move around the business of the house to address that priority legislation that the Leader of the House 
would like members to debate, and we have done that. That is the right thing to do. I look forward to those debates 
next week. 

When looking at that priority legislation, I could determine that there was really only one that was time sensitive—
the Iron Ore (Channar Joint Venture) (Hamersley Range) Agreements Amendment Bill 2017. I definitely understand 
that that is a very important piece of legislation and we dealt with that at the start of the sitting week. There has never 
been, in my view, any other piece of legislation that was time sensitive on that priority list. I understood the 
sensitivities around the Salaries and Allowances Amendment (Debt and Deficit Remediation) Bill 2017 because an 
announcement by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal was due on 30 November—today. Although I understand 
the government wanted to have this bill through before a determination was made, that has surpassed us now. It is 
my thought process that the house should now thoroughly consider the aspects of that bill through referral to the 
committee. As I pointed out earlier, it may even end up doing the Premier a favour and we may find some other 
avenues within the bill for budget-saving measures. I do not believe that we should pass this bill without due 
consideration to the process that we are putting in place of overriding the independent Salaries and Allowances 
Tribunal. I hold grave concerns about that, as pointed out by other members of the house today. 

I will also make some comments, as has been mentioned, about the motivations of the crossbench not to support 
the referral motion. Those motivations seem to be based around budget repair measures. Members of the house 
can make up their mind on whatever decision they take on a bill; I have no issue with that. However, if the premise 
of the position of the crossbench is that this bill provides such a priority budget-saving measure for the government, 
that was shot in the foot this afternoon by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal, which came out and agreed that 
there should not be a pay rise.  

The first indicated savings of this bill are gone and the budget-saving measures are diminishing as we speak. This 
morning during non-government business, Pauline Hanson’s One Nation members moved a motion about the 
necessity for more government transparency, and how terrible the government has been at that. I would suggest 
that that was a one-end-of-the-pole position to take, given that this afternoon they took a totally different position 
on the government’s transparency in decision-making. If we do not refer this bill to the committee, members of 
the crossbench will be supporting the fact that this government has no transparency. I am a bit perplexed by the 
crossbenchers’ position on this referral motion. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


	SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES AMENDMENT (DEBT AND DEFICIT REMEDIATION BILL 2017
	Discharge of Order and Referral to Standing Committee on Legislation — Motion


